Graduate education. Creating nursing diagnoses.
Students participating in this clinical exercise learned to critically evaluate problems occurring in their practice areas. In addition, they learned ways of addressing problems through nursing diagnosis. They experienced research as they conducted surveys, calculated results, and listed characteristics. The students had the opportunity to create a product. Unfortunately, as students graduated and became busy with their new positions, they no longer pursued the academic activity of getting a diagnosis accepted by NANDA. The acceptance process seemed particularly formidable after the initial rejection. An even more serious loss exists for graduates who work in gerontological nursing--that of not having these existent problems readily identified and labeled.